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by the ministry to be specious, and, therefore, they deter-
mined to avoid them by pursuing their schemes at their
own hazard, without any other security than the consci-
ousness of the rectitude of their own designs ; and to trust
to the equity of the senate when they should be laid before
them, at a time when part of their effects might be disco-
vered, and when, therefore, no false representations could
be used to mislead their judgment. They knew the zeal
of the commons for the great cause of universal liberty;
they knew that their measures had no other tendency than
the promotion of that cause, and, therefore, they confi-
dently formed those expectations which have not deceived
them, that the pay of the troops would be readily granted,
and ordered them, therefore, to march; though if the com-
mons had disapproved their plan, they must have returned
into their own country, or have been supported at the ex-
pense of the electorate.

The objections raised against these troops, have appa-
rently had no influence in the other house, because sup-
plies have been granted for their pay; and I believe they
will, upon examination, be found by your lordships not to
deserve much regard.

It is asserted, that they cannot act against the emperour,
established and acknowledged by the diet, without sub-
jecting their country to an interdict; and it was, there-
fore, suspected, that they would in reality be of no use.
This suspicion, my lords, I suppose, it is now not neces-
sary to censure, since you have heard from his majesty,
that they are preparing to march; and as the consequences
of their conduct can only affect the electorate, its propriety
or legality with regard to the constitution of the empire,
falls not properly under our consideration.

How his majesty's measures may be defended, even in
this view, I suppose I need not inform any of this assembly.
It is well known, that the emperour was chosen not by the
free consent of the diet, in which every elector voted ac-
cording to his own sense, but by a diet in which one vote
of the empire was suspended without any regard to law or
justice," and in which the rest were extorted by a French